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(d) All requirements of the constitution and laws of this state and the rules and procedures
of the legislature with respect to the notice, introduction, and passage of this Act are fulfilled
and accomplished.

SECTION 4. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of two-thirds of all the
members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If
this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this Act takes effect
September 1, 2009.

Passed by the House on May 15, 2009: Yeas 143, Nays 1, 1 present, not voting; passed
by the Senate on May 26, 2009: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved June 19, 2009.
Effective June 19, 2009.

CHAPTER 658

H.B. No. 1995

AN ACT
relating to the liability of volunteer audiologists and speech-language pathologists who provide certain
speech, language, and hearing evaluations.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Title 4, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, is amended by adding Chapter

91A to read as follows:

CHAPTER 91A. LIABILITY OF VOLUNTEER AUDIOLOGISTS
AND SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS

Sec. 91A.001. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:
(1) "Audiologist" means an individual licensed to practice audiology by the State Board

of Examiners of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology.
(2) "Speech-language pathologist" means an individual licensed to practice speech-

language pathology by the State Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiology.

Sec. 91A.002. IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY. An audiologist or speech-language
pathologist who, without compensation or expectation of compensation, conducts a speech,
language, or hearing evaluation or screening is immune from civil liability for any act or
omission resulting in the death or injury to the patient if.

(1) the audiologist or speech-language pathologist was acting in good faith and in the
course and scope of the audiologist's or speech-language pathologist's duties;

(2) the audiologist or speech-language pathologist commits the act or omission in the
course of conducting the speech, language, or hearing examination or screening; and

(3) the services provided to the patient are within the scope of the license of the
audiologist or speech-language pathologist.
Sec. 91A.003. APPLICABILITY. This chapter does not apply to an act or omission that

is intentional wilfully or wantonly negligent, or done with conscious indifference or reckless
disregard for the safety of others.

SECTION 2. Chapter 91A, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, as added by this Act,
applies only to a cause of action that accrues on or after the effective date of this Act. An
action that accrued before the effective date of this Act is governed by the law applicable to
the action immediately before the effective date of this Act, and that law is continued in effect
for that purpose.

SECTION 3. This Act takes effect September 1, 2009.
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Passed by the House on May 1, 2009: Yeas 139, Nays 0, 1 present, not voting; passed
by the Senate on May 26, 2009: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved June 19, 2009.
Effective September 1, 2009.

CHAPTER 659

H.B. No. 2002

AN ACT
relating to a right of a close relative to seek expunction of arrest records and files on behalf of a
deceased person.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Chapter 55, Code of Criminal Procedure, is amended by adding Article
55.011 to read as follows:

Art. 55.011. RIGHT OF CLOSE RELATIVE TO SEEK EXPUNCTION ON BEHALF
OF DECEASED PERSON. (a) In this article, "close relative of a deceased person" means
the grandparent, parent, spouse, or adult brother, sister, or child of a deceased person.

(b) A close relative of a deceased person who, if not deceased, would be entitled to
expunction of records and files under Article 55.01 may file on behalf of the deceased person
an ex parte petition for expunction under Section 2 or 2a, Article 55.02. If the court finds
that the deceased person would be entitled to expunction of any record or file that is the
subject of the petition, the court shall enter an order directing expunction.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect immediately if it receives a vote of two-thirds of all the
members elected to each house, as provided by Section 39, Article III, Texas Constitution. If
this Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect, this Act takes effect
September 1, 2009.

Passed by the House on May 13, 2009: Yeas 146, Nays 0, 1 present, not voting; passed
by the Senate on May 27, 2009: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved June 19, 2009.
Effective June 19, 2009.

CHAPTER 660

H.B. No. 2082

AN ACT
relating to consideration of contract amount and bidder's principal place of business in awarding
certain municipal contracts.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Section 271.9051(b), Local Government Code, is amended to read as follows:
(b) In purchasing under this title any real property, personal property that is not affixed to

real property, or services, if a municipality receives one or more competitive sealed bids from
a bidder whose principal place of business is in the municipality and whose bid is within five
percent of the lowest bid price received by the municipality from a bidder who is not a
resident of the municipality, the municipality may enter into a contract for an expenditure of
less than $100,000 with:

(1) the lowest bidder; or
(2) the bidder whose principal place of business is in the municipality if the governing

body of the municipality determines, in writing, that the local bidder offers the municipality
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